5 Focus

Volume 16, No. 6 January, 2021 The Official Monthly Newspaper of Main Street Fort Pierce

665y ON LINY3d
74 HOg N Tvd 1SIM
aivd 0S67€ T 07217 110
J9Y1S0d SN Ay stOed JV ¢TI
aLS 1HSHd SN0, 19911G UTBJA



http://mainstreetfortpierce.org/

MAIN STREET FOCUS JANUARY 2021

? Mayor Linda Hudson

(64 invites you to join
her for Community
News and Special

Coffee Announcements!

WITH THE MAYOR Friday, January 15
at 8:00 a.m.

Main Street Fort Pierce

on Facebook LIVE

www.facebook.com/main.pierce/

Sponsored by

HOSTED BY
Fort Pierce Yacht Club,
Main Street Fort Pierce,
Orchid Island Juice

Connact with vl [lLike 55 Review (D] Fallaw

Company, First Wave Sfﬂp in our downtown Fort Pierce

Coffee and The City of T - i

Fort Pierce. Call Mgin TREASURE LOAST Iﬂtﬂfrﬂﬂ TODAY!

noemee||  MANATEE 1-800-432-1064 + SLBT.COM
772-466-3880. FOUNDATION - - - .

Byl

BRADFORD L. JEFFERSON, P.A.

Proud supporter of Main Sireet Fort Pierce

* PErmnnI Injury # Commercial and Civil Llllgaimn
+ Wronglul Death
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150 5, Indian River D, Suite 402 Telephome: 77240685087
Dowmtown Fort Plerce Fax: TTL468. 2226
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Grateful for the Heart and Soul of Historic Downtown Fort Pierce

by Sue Dannahower

appy New Year to everyone. 2020
Hhas been quite a ride. Unprec-
edented is the way I describe it. I hope
everyone made it through 2020 safe and

in good health.
On December 3, 2020, Main Street

Fort Pierce had a successful Virtual Reverse Raffle & Auction.
Thank you to our title sponsor Stifel: Melville Wealth
Management. Other major sponsors include Hoskins, Turco,
Lloyd & Lloyd, RK Davis Construction Corporation and
Sunrise Ford. We appreciate everyone’s support!

RK Davis Construction Corporation was the Reverse
Raffle winner. They graciously donated their winnings back to

Main Street. Matt Samuels was the Lottery Tree winner.
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Our loyal MEMBERS are an important part of the
organization. If you are not a member, I urge you to join
today. There’s much to be done planning, designing and
implementing projects and we can’t do it without you! Your
personal involvement and membership commitment will
help Main Street Fort Pierce accomplish goals, set new ones,
and support downtown’s economic wellbeing, revitalization
and cultural vibrancy in the very heart and soul of our
downtown community.

L wish all of you a healthy and prosperous 2021/

2020 — 2021
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Ladies’ Fashion, Shoes & Gifts

Family owned and operated since its opening in 1950,
Rosslow’s is Fort Pierce’s one-stop shop, offering
specialty items and excellent customer service.

772.461.1222  772.466.2021 fax
RosslowsFL.com ® crosslow @comcast.net
105 South 2nd Street * Fort Pierce, Florida

For ol your banking: neech!®
= Ao Beat Loaris
= Harmee Eguity Loov

»  Checking/ Savinga Asconanls

CenterStoteBonk.com

THE CLOCK SHOP

—
—= of Fort Pierce

Now Located in
the Arcade Building
= =%

Antique
Restoration
and Clock Repair

101 M. US 1, Suite 8123
Higtovriz Downlown Fort Plerce

772-465-2768

BR&NC;&@REALTY

PROFESSIONALS
IR 311 Ind Street, Suite 1024, Fort Pierc

A Waterfront Properties | Luxury Homes

-
Commercial Properties

+ -
“ Acreage | Rentals | Property Management

Call 772.882.9583 or visit us at www.brancareal ty.oom

Fine Artist Specializing In Florida’s e
Unique & Mysterious Landscape R = i

Jacquelyn Modesitt Schindehette & & ‘?

Schindehette Fine Art Gallery
101 South 2nd Street
Historic Downtown Fort Pierce, FL
Next to Rosslow’s Front Door

Open: 3rd Friday ArtWalk from 5 to 8 p.m. and by Appointment
Contact: jackieschin@aol.com

Frank H. Fee, lll, and
Frank H. Fee, IV, Principals

@ s Stacy Consalvo, Manager, Paralegal
SConsalvo@TreasureCoastTitle.net
TTTLE & ESCROW. Lit Jenny Fee, Business Development Manager
oy 3 Tra JFee@TreasureCoastTitle.net

Phone (772) 461-7190 - Telefax (772) 461-0487
Historic Poppell House
426 Avenue A « Fort Pierce, Florida 34950
www.tctitleandescrow.com

5
gt

ys-

Phone (77d) 461-4686
200 Avenue A — Fort Pierce, Florida 34350

St. Lucie County

REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER

3414 Seaway Drive, Fort Pierce

Museum Hours:

Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m,
Closad Sunday and Monday

Pineappla Patch Gift Shop
Featuring a Vanety of
5ifts & Books

Prone (T72) 462-1795
Fax (T72) 462-1877
wiwrw stluciaco.cnghistory
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by Linda Hudson, Mayor, City of Fort Pierce

anuary means strategic planning
for the City of Fort Pierce Com-
mission and staff. Conducted by con-
sultant Lyle Sumek, this year’s session
will be January 12 at Indian River
State College. We review our 2020

accomplishments and setting goals

and objectives for the coming year,
five years and 15 years. We identify five areas of city activities
and list goals for each category. We assign responsibility (Com-
mission or staff) and establish dates for phases or completion.
Here are just a few of the 2020 achievements. Much of this
year was diverted to COVID-19 activities such as business and

resident grants and food giveaways and free testing.

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

To improve officer retention, we took a big step with our
budget for 2021 with increased budget for compensation of our
more seasoned officers. The Savannah Road Animal Shelter is
now rehabilitated, while the City and County still seek a third
party to make the shelter fully operational. We made a good start
rebuilding and repairing our roads and bridges, thanks to voters
who approved the half-cent sales tax hike. Adequate parking
is needed, especially in Downtown, South Beach, Peacock Arts
and Lincoln Park Districts, which is addressed in a parking study

recommended by the newly-reconfigured Parking Committee.

DEVELOPING OUR COMMUNITY

The Fort Pierce Redevelopment Agency (FPRA) commis-
sioned a study to inventory, and make recommendations for at-
tracting businesses and services. Some progress has been made
relocating the Island Water Reclamation Facility (IWRF), with
FPUA investing more than $20 million toward this goal. Kings
Landing remains a top priority in downtown Fort Pierce, as
does the revitalization of the Avenue D business corridor. The
Commission will consider proposals to redevelop Fisherman’s
Wharf in 2021. We welcome the proposed Wave Garden and
Willow Lakes on Midway Road.

ENGAGING OUR COMMUNITY

Since large gatherings were prohibited most of this year, our
city could not have traditional activities like July 4th Fireworks
and Sights and Sounds holiday parade. Our city adjusted to
keep our community engaged via virtual events. We heavily
promoted 2020 census compliance. In place of large gather-
ings our city provided free food and testing for COVID-19 via
drive up events. We created a Youth Council to encourage the

free flow of ideas from our high school students.

BEAUTIFYING OUR COMMUNITY

Our code enforcement activity began initiating pro-active
code enforcement, with condemning and demolishing danger-
ous and unsightly structures. In addition, lot clearing initia-
tives were increased. Our city acquired the Means Court his-
toric school property and will develop a plan on optimum use

of this central landmark in the Lincoln Park neighborhood.

ENJOYING OUR COMMUNITY

Fort Pierce has increased murals around our city, along with
the colorful wrapped traffic signal boxes. The FPUA has also
wrapped many of their electrical boxes. Our youth recreation
programs were put on hold due to the pandemic, as were shows
in the Sunrise Theatre. One of the most popular new ameni-
ties is the new outdoor fitness station at Indian River Drive
and Seaway. Our newly-reconfigured Parks Committee was

a tremendous help to the Commission, especially in making

recommendations to make Jaycee Park safer for residents. ¢
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What a Year! The Manatee Center in 2020

020 started off like any other year at the Manatee Center.

There were education programs for school children, vol-
unteers interacting with visitors and people shopping inside
the Vanishing Mermaid Gift Shop. Our annual NatureFest
celebration was a big hit in February with residents and tourists
alike stopping in to learn about nature and our wonderful Fort
Pierce community.

March and April brought rising COVID case numbers,
school closings and a statewide stay-at-home order. Parents
who were working from home struggled with online school
and people everywhere were feeling the stress of staying in
the house. The Manatee Center brainstormed and sought
to help by creating the Daily Manatee and later the Weekly
Manatee. These electronic environmental education lessons
were designed in-house to help parents keep their kids en-
gaged in fun learning activities at home. In addition, Mana-
tee Center staff developed and presented a virtual education
series called Live from the Lagoon. These programs were pre-
sented three times each week via Facebook Live and compli-
mented lessons presented in the Daily and Weekly Manatee
publications. Our Lunch and Learn presenters were up to
the challenge as well, enabling the Manatee Center to con-
tinue offering this popular long-standing lecture series via
Facebook Live throughout the year.

In spite of the challenges presented by the coronavirus pan-

demic, many exciting things have been happening at the Man-

atee Center this year.

MANATEE 1@\

OBSERVATIO
AND EDUCATION CENTER

Summer Camp — The Manatee Center was committed to
providing children who had just spent the past several months
in virtual school with a real hands-on, in-nature experience for
summer camp. Our traditional full-day travel camps were re-
configured to half-day camps with a limited number of camp-
ers. All camp activities took place outdoors and campers even
received a special manatee snout face mask to wear during
seated activities.

Grace Education Summer Volunteers — The Manatee
Centers Volunteer Program partnered with Fort Pierce’s Grade
Education & Business Center for a second year of on-the-job
training and summer fun for area youth. Grace Education’s
summer students sign on as official Manatee Center volun-
teers to man exhibits and interact with visitors. This past sum-
mer Grace Education campers set up exhibit stations outdoors
to talk with passersby about the Indian River Lagoon, touch
tank critters and our striped mud turtles.

Guided Kayak Tiips — The Manatee Center, in partnership
with Lisa’s Kayaks, began offering regular guided kayak trips in
early 2020. These leisurely naturalist-led paddles, which intro-
duce participants to the beauty and importance of the Indian
River Lagoon, are offered on Saturday mornings. A reservation is
required by emailing Education@ManateeEducationCenter.org.

Outdoor Classroom — New retractable screen walls were
installed to close in the Manatee Center’s outdoor classroom
thanks to a successful Treasure Coast Manatee Foundation fun-
draising campaign. The screens will provide Manatee Center
educators more than 500 square feet of outdoor, mosquito-free
space for hands-on school programs, Lunch and Learn lectures,
summer camps and much more!

Annual Community Halloween Party Goes Virtual — Each
year the Manatee Center hosts a Halloween bash with face paint-
ing, pumpkin decorating, live critter programs and, of course,
candy! Usually bringing up to 700 visitors in only two hours.
COVID precautions presented some obstacles to our traditional
night out so, we took Halloween virtual. From 6:00-8:00 p.m.
on October 29th, people could tune in to Facebook Live to learn
how to decorate a pumpkin or paint their face for Halloween,
do the Monster Mash with the Lincoln Park Academy Theater
Zombies, and play a fun Halloween “Boo or False” game.
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Manatee Center 5K — Typically held on the third Saturday
in March, the 13th Annual Manatee Center 5K was post-
poned due to the statewide stay-at-home order. More than
120 athletes signed up to walk or run in the Treasure Coast
Manatee Foundation fundraiser which took place on Satur-
day, November 14th.

Vanishing Mermaid Online Shopping — The Vanishing
Mermaid Gift Shop has added new and updated products
to the online store. Customers can have items shipped di-
rectly or they can choose curbside pickup to receive their
orders more quickly.

New Exhibits and Updated Exhibits — Manatee Center
staff have been working hard behind the scenes to develop a
number of new exhibits including a new coral reef exhibit, a
history of Fort Pierce, a hands-on exploration of the lifespan of
trash, a timeline of the Henry King Power Station and several
new outdoor signs. Our 800-gallon aquarium received a com-
plete makeover in early 2020 with a new “under the docks”
design. One side of the tank now houses Florida native fish
species while exotic and invasive species swim in the opposite
side. In addition, many of our other exhibits have also been
updated with new information and a fresh look.

Roving Naturalist Volunteers — Our Roving Naturalist volun-
teers have been on duty outside the Manatee Center through-
out these troublesome days. These dedicated volunteers have
been counting the manatees that swim into Moore’s Creek as
well as helping visitors look for and learn more about them.

The Manatee Center team has much more planned for 2021.
Please check our website, www.ManateeEducationCenter.org,

or our Facebook page, Facebook.com/ManateeCenter, for up-

to-date information about opening and upcoming events.

The Manatee Center January Events

Friday, January 9th at 12:00 p.m.
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Research
Lunch & Learn — Join us for a Facebook Live Lunch & Learn
presentation at noon on Friday, January 9th at 12 p.m. Grab your
lunch, turn on your computer, and join us on Facebook.com/Man-
ateeCenter for this special Facebook LIVE presentation. Free event.

Saturdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Guided Kayak Trip
Look for wildlife, get up close and personal with mangroves, learn
about the Indian River Lagoon on an easy ninety-minute paddle
led by a MOEC naturalist. Great for beginners and anyone who
wants to learn more about the Lagoon. Tours start at Fort Pierce
Inlet State Park. The fee for this program is $30 per person and
includes kayak, paddle and safety gear (state park entrance fee of
$4-$6 per car not included). Registration is required.
Call (772) 466-1600 ext.3337 or e-mail
Education@ManateeEducationCenter.org
for more information or to register. \
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Win a Masterpiece of Florida Art and Benefit the Backus Museum

s the Backus Museum
celebrates its 60th
Anniversary Year in the
most  extraordinary  of
times, the acclaimed arts
institution is launching a
new vision for a favorite
fundraising activity. This
year, the Museum is of-
fering the community a
chance to win a stunning
of Florida

Art by the renowned art-

masterpiece

available online at www.
BackusMuseum.org/raffle.
All proceeds will help sup-
port the Museum and its
work in the community.
Even before the institu-
tion was founded in 1960,
it was a central feature of
A.E. “Bean” Backus’s hu-
manitarian spirit to help
local nonprofits in their
work helping others — in-

cluding the original Fort

ist James E Hutchinson. Tickets are available for donations of =~ Pierce Art Gallery that would later bear his name. Backus

$25 each, or $60 for three, or $100 for six chances to win, would offer his own paintings to raffle, often straight from

and are available at the Museum at 500 North Indian River the easel, and raise much needed funds for their community

Drive in Historic Downtown Fort Pierce. Tickets are also  work. Since he passed in 1990, the A.E. Backus Museum &

OUR PHILOSOPHY

For a Bonsai Tree to thrive, its roots and crown must
be meticulously nurtured and groomed.
A well-maintained Bonsai can give its gardener a
lifetime of beauty and enjoyment.

Like the Bonsai, from roots to crown, your teeth and
health will benefit from proper professional care.

Working together with your dental team, you too can
enjoy a lifetime of oral health and a beautiful smile.

$ Emergency
Exam & X-rays

Serving the Ft. Pierce community
for over 30 Years!!

(Reg. $140) Offer expires in 90 days.

New Patients Only. Advertised fee is the minimum fee, subject to clinical need. One or more of the following ADA codes may reflect the
treatment rendered under this offer. D140, D0220. IT IS OUR OFFICE POLICY THAT THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON
RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY
OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING
TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED-FEE OR REDUCED-FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT. DN8524 |
DN25092. This offer is not to be applied toward account balances or dental services already delivered and not in conjunction with any
other offers, discounts or reduced-fee plans. ADV45342MA

Family Oral Health

A SSOCIATES

MENTION
THIS AD
FOR

Robert Gehrig, DMD
Mavi Cruz, DMD
General Dentists

1405 S 25th Street Ste B
Fort Pierce, FL 34947

FamilyOralHealth.com
Call Today! 772-318-4654
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Gallery has continued a version of this tradition by obtaining
an original painting from a private collector, and giving indi-
viduals the opportunity to support the Museum’s vital fund-
raising efforts with a chance at winning a prized work of art.
This anniversary year, the Museum is shifting to focus the
annual painting raffle to the revered work of James E Hutchin-
son (b. 1932), another artist with a long history with Backus,
who shares the same desire to help the organization continue
its important work. As a teenager, Hutchinson developed his
artistic skills in the studio of Bean Backus, and quickly grew
to become a renowned painter in his own right by following
his own path. He has devoted a lifetime to rendering the idyl-
lic beauty of the Florida landscape, and is widely recognized
for recording the vanishing traditions of Florida’s Seminole
peoples. This modern master’s paintings are featured in many
public and private collections throughout Florida and well be-
yond. In 2011 Hutchinson was inducted into the Florida Art-

ists Hall of Fame.

Il-l-. -
i
AR EN =The Froet Sieakhouse,
T, & Mibube o the Hedtage
Ristorarfc ol our beautiial
“Eat well, laugh aften, Histork: Downown with
and love much!” Big City Experienta”

W00 5. Jewt Sireet In Fort Plernce
TR STEG

W00 5. Ded Streed im Fort Pisice
T3 882.a1]

The Backus Museum is pleased to offer Hutchinson’s mag-
nificent painting “Golden Savannas,” 2017 (oil on canvas, 24 x
36 inches) depicting the grandeur of Florida’s natural environ-
ment, seen under the dynamic and changing sky of a typical
day on the sun-touched grasslands. Four towering palm trees,
with varied and richly textured surfaces, stand as sentries over
the land, while a traditional dugout canoe drifts soundlessly to-
ward a distant camp — instantly transporting the viewer into a
bygone era. Valued at more than $12,500, it is the quintessen-
tial image of the beauty and longing for a deeper connection
with the landscape by the renowned Florida artist.

Only 2,000 tickets will be available this year — 500 fewer

than a normal year, offering an even greater chance to win.

Continued on page 10 ...

SIam

qBE) " Star Kudson, Realior®
%] & Starsel ',.h:-:.-"ll::'!::.f_‘:l S« 7720438421
N DALE SORENSEN REAL ESTATE

In trouble with
the IRS?

Owe money or need to
file past taxes?
Need an affordable

part time Controller?

INCOME TAKES. ROOT CANAL.

Fortunately, we can help with the
more painful of the two.

Call: 772-878-3703 Fax: 772-343-7287
www.repolicpa.com
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BACKUS ... continued from page 9

In addition to the Grand Prize, sixteen additional prizes total-
ing more than $1,500 will be awarded, including a framed,
limited edition hand-textured canvas reproduction by A.E.
Backus. The raffle drawing will be held on Sunday, April 11,
2021 at 12:00 noon — ticket holders need not be present to
win. Complete raffle rules are posted at the Museum.

The Museum is grateful for this generous donation by
Hutchinson Galleries. More about Hutchinson and his
extraordinary work can be found at www.hutchinsongal-
leries.com.

Please note that this year we are holding the annual painting
raffle drawing on April 11, 2021, independent of the Backus
Brunch date event.

Currently On View — The special exhibition Insight:
Photography of Jon Kral features work from the renowned
photojournalist, who spent his formative youth growing up
in Fort Pierce back when it was a scruffy town on the edge
of Florida’s cowboy country. More than thirty black and
white photographs depict many Florida cowhunting images
evoking the ranch life and living; a collection of diverse scenes
showcasing the artist’s affinity for people, animals, and the land;
and some old time Fort Pierce places and familiar individuals,
including Bud Adams, “Uncle Bill” Summerlin, Harold
Williams, Art “Potty” Pottorff, and A.E. “Bean” Backus. The
photographs span the years from the early 1970s to 2020,
with many never published or displayed before. Throughout
a diverse career of subjects and assignments, Kral has always

focused on his documentary interests, with a special attraction

Providing Dental Services Since 1959

" Rowe Family Dental

Samuel V. Rowe, D.M.D., P.A,

605 Citrus Avenue * 772-461-2648 = Fort Pierce
RoweFamilyDental.com

for people, places, and capturing just the right moment. Insight:
Photography of Jon Kral is on view through January 3, 2021.

All dates and programming subject to change; please check
the website for any updates or cancellations.

Please note that at press time we are unable to plan for tra-
ditional exhibition opening receptions due to mass gathering
limitations during the coronavirus public health crisis. Please
watch for announcements for alternatives or for when we are
able to schedule future receptions this season.

About the A.E. Backus Museum & Gallery — Since its
founding in 1960 and the first day the doors opened in 1961,
the A.E. Backus Museum & Gallery has been a center and
catalyst for creativity and culture in our region. The Museum
houses the nation’s largest public presentation of artwork by
Florida’s preeminent painter, A.E. “Bean” Backus (1906-1990),
and is home to the state’s only permanent multimedia exhi-
bition on the Florida Highwaymen. In addition to preserv-
ing and perpetuating the artistic and humanitarian legacy of
Backus, the Museum organizes and hosts changing exhibitions
from artists of national and international acclaim.

Regular Season Hours are: Wednesday — Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4
p-m.; Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 p.m. (closed Monday-Tuesday). The
Museum is closed Christmas and New Year’s Day. Admission is $5
per person; AARP, AAA, and Veterans with appropriate ID receive
a $2 discount. Students with school ID, children under 18, active-
duty military, and current members are always free. Visitors are
asked to wear face coverings and practice social distancing for the

safety and comfort of guests, staff, and volunteers. «

Affordable Luxury Limc

Ride in shie every mile


http://affordableluxurypsl.com/
https://www.rowefamilydental.com/
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Seriously Mixed Media Announces Guest Artist Ginny Piech Street

by Holly Theuns

ot only do the artist-owners of
NSeriously Mixed Media exhibit
their own work in multiple mediums,
work by the local clay cooperative artists
from Peacock Clay and a constantly
changing assortment of mixed media
artwork by the group, Art Chix, they
also feature a guest artist most months.
This month the well-known and high-

ly-collected artist Ginny Piech Street

will be presenting her new work in clay
in a show called Birds ¢ Blossoms.
Piech Street’s work is known for its

whimsical character and bright colors.

Her flowers are not the sort you find at

Aplebee
Ch

Sorying e Tieasuis Coast Snce 1851
Jobtn & Kén Applobed — Chwners

@ @ E

305 Industrial 25th 5t FL Piarce (772) 466-7330
Forl Piarce erg Baach (FI2) Z31-73931
Lic & Ins #ECOMZE55 Port St Lucie (F72) 878-7338

COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL

N Y301 AT

QUALITY DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAM
CERTIFIED = ACCREDITED = CHRISTIAN STAFF

VPK 8:30-11:30, Frose
Spopch Thevapy Avadablo Oredo
Ages 12 mos. — 5 y78., 7230 s i 5:30 ru 465-3414 #
3114 Okeechobea Road, FL Piarce
"GOLD SEAL” ACCREDITED = MEMBERS of UMAPS

the florist — more like something from a cult movie — and
her birds ooze personality. She was trained as a printmaker
at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky and mixes
printmaking techniques in with her clay work.

She is a great teacher and has
classes at both her home studio
and at a clay works she manages,
Indian River Clay. Check out
indianriverclay.org for the class
schedule. There are classes for the
beginner as well as the advanced
student.

The opening reception for Birds
& Blossoms will be on ArtWalk
Friday, January 15th, from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Come

downtown and visit the galleries
and studios and enjoy dinner out in one of Fort Pierce’s many
restaurant options.

Seriously Mixed Media is located at 207 Orange Avenue
in Historic Downtown Fort Pierce. Their hours are Tuesday to
Thursday, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m.; and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For more informa-

tion check their website at seriouslymixedmedia.com.

MANCUSO LAW, P.A.

Nathan G. Mancuso, Esq., Attorney at Law
130 South Indian River Drive, Suite 202
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Tel: 772-497-5796

E-Mail: ngm@mancuso-law.com
Website: www.mancuso-law.com

Practice Areas: Small Business & Personal Bankruptcy,
Out-of-Court Debt Restructuring & Negotiation, Consumer Litigation

31%4%/% South Fosides = Sreasnse (st
%/ Oper 20 ?M
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Although the Grinch had some small successes last month, each of his attempts at
mischief simply gave rise to more JOY and CHEER.

MAIN STREET While we missed the annual Sights & Sounds on Second Christmas Parade & Festival,

FORT PIERCE Santa instead visited downtown Fort Pierce multiple times throughout the month. He
greeted children from atop the Fort Pierce Utilities Float on 2nd Street each Saturday and his helper elf assisted
visitors with Santa letters. Santa and his elf also made stops at local businesses to help the merchants spread
Christmas joy.

Every Thursday evening, the annual Sip & Shop events came alive with the sounds of holiday classics performed
by members of Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society. These festive tunes were also present on Friday nights and
during the Shop Around Saturday events. The windows in each shop downtown showed CHRISTMAS spirit and
resilience. Santa and his reindeer were immortalized in lights by resident artists and the popular dancing lights
of Marina Square welcomed crowds each evening as darkness fell.

In the end, the Fort Pierce Police Department caught the Grinch, and he seems to be genuinely apologetic for all
the havoc he’s caused. Let’s hope he has learned his lesson, and CHRISTMAS 2021 includes a bit less “excitement.”

Christmas came to Downtown Fort Pierce through the hard work and support of many this year, most of which
are unseen and desire no recognition. By the time you read this, we will have welcomed the NEW YEAR with
fireworks and small celebrations throughout downtown.

THANK YOU to friends, neighbors, a City that supports us, residents and visitors who embrace this piece of
paradise we call home. HAPPY NEW YEAR & CHEERS TO 2021!

goon’e Creetinge ...,

from
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Downtown Fort Pierce Holiday Window Decoration Winners
1st Place, Cake Lady | 2nd Pace, Notions & Potions | 3rd Place, Varsity Sport Shop | Honorable Mention, Dunkin Donuts
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Fort Pierce Yacht Club: Let 2021 Shine

‘ ): JThile there is a surge in COVID 19 cases currently and

while the rollout schedule for vaccinations is uncertain, we
can see the light at the end of this long dark tunnel. Like all small
businesses, Fort Pierce Yacht Club has suffered from the effects of
the pandemic. Key sources of our revenue have evaporated overnight;
long held traditional events have needed to be “reimagined” and re-
staged; and commitments are still entered in pencil.

With uncertainty still looming, the Fort Pierce Yacht Club and the
Manatee Observation and Educational Center have decided not to
hold the 4th year of Third Thursday Eco Evening programs open to
the community to provide insight into the environmental challenges
we face. While no less committed to being a steward of our water-
ways, large gatherings are a risk and virtual sessions too difficult to
implement. Watch for our 2021 announcement of programs! And our
Annual On the Water Charity Poker Run likewise is challenging to
organize safely and will not be scheduled for 2021.

But we are re-launching our monthly community sailboat races!

Contact our Vice Commodore of Fleet at vefleetfpyc@gmail.com to

enter our handicapped races; check out our website for dates at www.fortpierceyachtclub@gmail.com. Being on the water with

your own “bubble” of crew is not only fun but a safe way to enjoy our community! Our Spring Interclub Regatta is planned for
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April, so we are encouraged that life is slowly
returning to “normal”. Cruises and raftups will
follow later this spring.

And we had a bountiful season of giving
over the past holidays. Pandemic or not, our
members opened their hearts and pocket-
books to donate to St. Lucie Boys and Girls
Club and to local families selected by the Fort
Pierce Police Department.

We think that our Club offers a safe social en-
vironment “where everyone knows your name.”
Come visit! Contact membershipfpyc@gmail.
com to find out if we can be your home away

from home. «
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Love, Il Gommunity: A Prescription for 2021

by Don Bestor

‘ J: Then Father Time and the New Year’s Baby passed one
another on their way in and out this year, there’s a good

chance Father Time was looking even older and more worn out

and mood lifting, right? That’s where Fort Pierce Jazz and
Blues Society comes in. You may not think of us as medical

professionals, but our musicians are veritable experts in mak-

than ever before. There
is no question that
2020 was a challenging
year for each and every
one of us. And even
though we're still slog-
ging through the mire
on our way to what
were sure are brighter
days ahead, all of us at
Fort Pierce Jazz and
Blues Society want to
share something that al-
ways helps us feel better and makes every day a little brighter.
Of course, it’s music.

If you've ever wondered why stores play music while you're
shopping or why fitness and workout facilities play music while
you exercise, it’s simple — music has the power to lift moods,
lower depression and anxiety, and even improve the perception
and response to pain. If you've ever been on a road trip, you
probably already know that listening to upbeat music will help
keep you awake. In fact, according to researchers from Harvard
University, listening to music helps organize the firing of nerve
cells in the right half of the cerebral cortex, the part of the brain
responsible for higher functions, so listening to music might
even make you a teensy bit smarter.

You may wonder why I'm sharing all these fun facts about
how music really does have, as British dramatist William
Congreve put it in 1697, “charms to soothe a savage breast.”
The reason is simple. After last year, we could all use a little

stress reduction, diminished anxiety, lower blood pressure,

ing music of all kinds.
We are masters in
jazz, blues, pop, salsa,
swing, and so much
more, and even bet-
ter — we all love shar-
ing the magic of music
with you, too. Whether
it’s our regular Tuesday
evening Jazz Jams with
the basic combo, FDO
with the Big Swingin’
Band nights designed
for dancing, a gig in the botanical gardens, our twice-yearly
Waterside Blues concerts on Melody Lane, or even Saturday
morning free concerts at the Jazz Market, were all about
helping to improve your health and well-being by doing what
we do best — making music.

Sometimes the concerts are free, and sometimes we charge
a small admission to help cover our costs and to raise funds
for scholarships for talented young musicians to further their
education. But when you compare the cost of a gym mem-
bership to the cost of an evening of great music, I think we
both know which one is a better deal — and with music, you
don’t have to put on spandex shorts or a hernia belt, and you
probably don’t have to worry about perspiring enough to have
to jump in a shower before heading home after a jazz jam.
Best of all, a little dose of music will probably help you feel
better, have a better outlook on life, and give you a little bit
of something we can surely all use right now — a perpetual

prescription for hope.
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If youd like to learn more about Fort Pierce Jazz and Blues
Society, want to know how to join (to get super discounts on
upcoming events and activities), volunteer, share a gift mem-

bership for someone special, or snag a copy of our newsletter,

Milestones, or our schedule, call 772.460.JAZZ (5299), or visit
us online at www.jazzsociety.org. Happy New Year from all of
us at Fort Pierce Jazz and Blues Society, and thank you for

keeping the music alive with your support.  «
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A Look Back, and fo the Future

by Janne Blandford

Eoking back, 2020 is a year that certainly stands out in a sea of other
years that have passed and will pass. For some, it is a year they wish
they could forget and never repeat; for others, it was a period of reflect-
ing on what is important while slowing down and appreciating time
that is normally taken for granted. For downtown communities around
the country, it was a period of adaptation. Here in Fort Pierce, the small
businessmen and businesswomen along with the Cizy of Fort Pierce, the
Downtown Business Alliance and Main Street Fort Pierce worked togeth-
er to research, brainstorm and facilitate solutions to allow for the contin-
uation of business while ensuring the safety and confidence of patrons.

The downtown Parklet Program allowed for participating shops and
restaurants to expand eating and shopping space to the parking spot in
front of their stores. As an additional benefit, they heightened the cre-

ative atmosphere of downtown Fort Pierce as each of the parklets were

uniquely decorated.

kw

RYAN NOBLE

REALTOR®

772-631-1892 (cell)
Email: ryannoble@kw.com
Website: ryannoble.kw.com
Keller Williams® Port St. Lucie

9700 RESERVE BLVD, PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 34986
Each office is independently owned and operated
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I would like to extend my heartfelt groﬁfude to everyone who supported
the downtown Ft. Pierce businesses through a very difficult 2020.
And I wish everyone a very happy, healthy 2021

(with not a mask in sight!).

Facebook.com/ChicAndShoreThings | 205 North Second St., Fort Pierce, FL
Open: Mon-Thu 10-5, Fri 10-7, Sat 10-5 * Call: 772-342-7505

(772) 461-6120
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Some businesses used the time during the shutdown
period to make needed or desired updates and improvements.
Restaurants installed safety shields between booths and retail
merchants began making products for customer Covid-19 pre-
vention. After the shutdown lifted, businesses adjusted to new
occupation restrictions and newly formed consumer Covid-19
reservations. Everyone was becoming accustomed to this new
life yet seeking as much normalcy as possible. And it is in quaint
downtowns across the world where normalcy is most felt.

There were some business closures in downtown last year;
however, several new businesses joined or are about to join the
mix of restaurants and retail establishments. Some of the most
exciting additions were on both the northeast and northwest
corners of Marina Way and 2nd Street. These anchor corners
now house an entertainment venue with Hard Axe Lounge

Continued on page 18 ...
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and the newly opened (hopefully by the time this is published)
restaurant, Pickled. Other established businesses expanded
into larger spaces which left their previous spaces available for
new startup entrepreneurs.

Entertainment options were limited as most crowd attracting
festivals, galas, shows, and events were cancelled; however, new
options took the form of outdoor movies and music. Most of the
downtown restaurants offer their own music entertainment on
selected days and some offer games such as Bingo and Trivia nights.

The Downtown Fort Pierce Farmers Market temporar-
ily moved out of downtown to continue business as a drive-
through venue. This allowed their small business owners to

operate through the shutdown and eventually the Market
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was able to move back to its original location with updated
precautionary procedures.

Many local nonprofits lost the ability to host fundraising
events including, Main Street Fort Pierce. For the first time in
32 years, all monthly Friday Fest events after March were can-
celled until October, 2020, when a much smaller popup Friday
Fest street party was held. The monthly Coffee with the Mayor
was hosted online which drew an increased audience. Other
events like the Ghosts of Fort Pierce Past, the Main Street
Golf Tournaments and the Reverse Raffle were able to be held
with modifications.

The Manatee Observation & Education Center modified

its popular summer camp to be able to still offer kids the

T
— fENP
* >
g =
B 4 |
T,
1L "
Jit
-
T b
s | 1|
]
= |




JANUARY 2021

MAIN STREET FOCUS 19

opportunity to discover all the great things living in and around
the Indian River Lagoon. The Backus Museum & Gallery
modified its bigger events this year but was able to continue to
host the public and allow viewing of its collection and shows.
The downtown library had to close during the shutdown but
was able to continue its lending services through curbside
pickup. It opened with limited capacity but is once again able
to offer its needed services to youth and adults.

Though most of 2020 was laced with inconveniences, one
great benefit was the ability to slow down and appreciate
relationships with family, friends, and community. Everyone
across the world went through this shared experience. A major

goal of 2021 will be returning to a semblance of normalcy

but the lessons and growth from 2020 will resonate with all
current generations. This could lead to exciting developments
in entrepreneur opportunities and housing trends in
the upcoming years. Main Street cities and Main Street
neighborhoods across the United States are poised to be at the
center of these developments because they have withstood the
test of time and trends. They developed as the transportation,
commercial, & social center of the areas they serve long ago.
Historic downtowns and downtown districts are able to provide
desirable living and working environments because while they
continue to evolve, they maintain their charm by offering a
glimpse into the past. This is certainly true for downtown Fort

Pierce and we look forward to its future.
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he new year is here. It should be a fantastic beginning, but

we still have Covid lurking and the new normal might
be here to stay. With restrictions on gatherings come new and
different ways to shop and browse, meet up with friends, or
just enjoy the fantastic Florida winter weather.

The Downtown Fort Pierce Farmers Market is certainly
here to stay! With safe social distancing and masks the Market
has maintained its place as the Saturday morning tradition in
historic downtown Fort Pierce. Along the waterfront at Marina
Square patrons continue to flock to shop, to eat, to view the
scenes at the seawall. Not much has changed except the safer
conditions that have been provided by the Downtown Fort
Pierce Farmers Market to its vendors and customers. The
time is right for open-air shopping.

The Downtown Fort Pierce Farmers Market offers the
best of the best. The vendors have been chosen with care to
reinforce the unique hometown charm of our historic town.
From fresh produce, both organic and conventional, to sauces
and jellies, soaps and lotions, indoor plants, outdoor plants,
and freshly-prepared meals and treats, the most discerning
shopper will find everything needed for home and pantry.
Many onsite food vendors incorporate products from other
vendors — fresh vegetables and fruits, herbs, and juices all
combine to make the perfect dishes.

All through the year, the Market continually seeks out new
vendors with exciting new products. Almost weekly there may
be an addition to the lineup that will entice new customers to
try something new and different. All these vendors are small
business owners, most from the Treasure Coast, and are con-
tributing to our local economy.

Fresh air and sunshine! What more could one want?

Marina Square provides the perfect setting for the open-air

Market where friends meet to shop for the week or the day.
Conversations abound over hot coffee or tea while strolling
and eating delicious pastries or savory breakfasts. There’s never
a need to worry about lunch or dinner, as everything is either
ready to go or ingredients available for the perfect meal at
home. The scene is ever-changing with life in the lagoon just
steps away from the hustle and bustle of the Market.

Next month the Downtown Fort Pierce Farmers Market
celebrates its 24th anniversary. Things will be a little dif-
ferent this year in order to maintain safe social distancing
practices. The traditional Anniversary Bag will be sold as
limited edition by a favorite local artist. The bags sell out
fast so make sure to come early to get yours before they’re
gone. The live music will get the crowds dancing and the
band is a big surprise this year! Check out next month’s ar-
ticle for more details.

Join us every Saturday at Marina Square in the heart of
downtown Fort Pierce. From 8 til 12, rain or shine, the Down-
town Fort Pierce Farmers Market is the Saturday morning
tradition! Follow us on Facebook or find us on the web at www.

fortpiercefarmersmarket.com. ¢
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Anna Preston has been Dancing Almost Her Entire Life

by Laura Louise Tingo

igh points of Anna Preston’s career include having

danced with a professional modern company that re-
ceived the industry-acclaimed Bessie nomination, and repre-
sented the state of Florida, with concert dance in France. She
took her own company to Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas, when it
was chosen to perform at the Festival for Modern Dance and
was showcased in-residence across the state.

Her experience in dance, is diverse and remarkable, with
commercial dance, performance and choreography work for a
host of musical theatres, churches, and community events. At
Walt Disney World, Preston worked as a staging specialist and
performer. She holds advanced level education certifications
and has enjoyed teaching at Palm Beach State and Palm Beach
Atlantic University.

Her accolades span years, and are many, but for Preston,
artistry is more about giving than receiving. Her company,
Preston Contemporary Dance Theatre, based in Stuart,
offers students of every level and ability from beginner to
professional, a resident professional contemporary company
and pre-school to professional training in ballet, pointe, tap,
jazz, musical theatre, modern, lyrical, hip hop, contemporary,
tumbling, and aerial arts. At the core is Preston’s leadership and
innovative approach to events that exemplify the company’s

tagline: connecting passion to purpose.

Serving the Tr-County Area Since 1973
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“It’s exciting to be in a place where I can now be someone
who is building and mentoring in the community,” said
Preston, who has lived on the Treasure Coast area since 2004.

A staple in carrying out her mission, involves collaborating
with members of the artist community from the Downtown
Fort Pierce corridor, Port St. Lucie, and Stuart to host events
that, for example, ask patrons to bring food donations, in lieu
of an admission charge.

“I try to create events that show how diverse and rich our
art community is and can be,” she said. “People can be part
of the art landscape in a way that it should be. It’s not about
competitions ... it’s a conversation with your audience when
you are putting out artistic work.”

More area events with Preston’s ideas at work, have included
bringing her company to perform at the Causes Event Festival,
in the Faerie Forrest Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens. Inspiring
participation was Greg Hold’s wire faerie sculptures and Mark
Barnes’ musical composition that set the ambience.

“When we hear about projects that we find interesting, we
reach out, network and apply to see how we can contribute, be
a part,” she said.

“Points in my career that I am most proud of are the collabo-
rations that have provided outreach to the community ecither in
terms of awareness or critical needs.”

One example includes participating in the Dance for
Food event with Terry Barber — internationally acclaimed
Countertenor, and founder of the nonprofit organization,
Artists for a Cause.

Preston is proud that her company represents dance
educators, people who have chosen to work, live and contribute
to this community. Its one of the reasons she joined the
St. Lucie Cultural Alliance.

“When you bring artists together, great things happen!”

To learn more about the St. Lucie Cultural Alliance and the
benefits of membership, please visit ArtStLucie.org or e-mail
info@artstlucie.org or call 772-462-2783.

To learn more about the Preston Contemporary Dance

Theatre, visit www.pcdancetheatre.org.
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TREASURES OF THE PAST

100 years ago this month as reported in the Wednesday,
January 26, 1921 edition of the Oklahoma City Times

Harding on the Way to Palm Beach

Fort Pierce, Fla. Jan. 26 — President-elect Harding smacked a clean
200-yead drive down the fairway at the Fort Pierce golf course
this morning. He squared his shoulders, expanded his chest and
announced: “This is great.”

This was his second day of golf over a well laid out course with
grassy greens and he enjoyed it to the utmost. After spending the
night at anchor between Vero off Fort Pierce, the president elect was
up early and the party on board the houseboat, Victoria, prepared to
continue toward Palm Beach later today. They will anchor far from
any habitation tonight.

Cabinet discussions, it is understood, played a small part in the
conversations on board the Victoria but there is strong support for the
belief that Senator Fall may be induced to accept the portfolio of the
interior and that Charles Evans Hughes will be secretary of state. Fall,
Cummins and Daugherty have been busy preparing certain data on
domestic problems for Mr. Harding.

75 years ago this month as reported in the Friday,
January 18, 1946 edition of the Miami News

Major Realty Deals Made
at Ft. Pierce

Two important real estate deals involving downtown business property
were announced today.

One involved the former Fee corner at Second St. and Avenue
A, one of the first business blocks in Fort Pierce. It was purchased
by Touchton, Inc., Avon Park, headed by Dr. W.C. Touchton, from
the Scott Fruit co., Tom Scott, president, Fort Pierce, at a reported
consideration of $40,000.

The property has three buildings, the main structure of which was
built in 1908 and occupied until a few years ago by the former Fee
Hardware co., another by the Fee Mortuary.

The new owner, it is understood, will modernize the buildings to
provide store and office quarters.

The other sale involved Indian River Inn, a two-story 25-room
frame structure at 217 Ave. A, a 15-room concrete block annex and
a smaller building. It was bought by Edward Hendrix of Goldsboro,
N.C. with N.E. Hellstrom handling the deal. The consideration was not
announced. The property fronts 110 feet on Ave. A and 140 on Depot
Drive.

Operation of the hotel will be continued under the same
management.

50 years ago this month at reported in the Miami Herald on
Saturday, Jan. 30, 1971 by Anne Wilder

Mini-Sub Dubbed ‘Invaluable Tool’

Looking like a helicopter without a rotor, the Johnson-Sea-Link
submarine, built for the Smithsonian Institution, was formally
commissioned and launched Friday afternoon at the Marine Science
Center here.

Before the letter-perfect demonstration, the two men responsible
for the research craft, Edwin A. Link and J. Seward Johnson, were
presented with the Matthew Fontaine Maury Medal, for outstanding
achievement in oceanographic engineering research.

More than 300 guests, including scientists from the Smithsonian,
representatives of the Alcoa Co. and representatives of the armed
services, attended the commissioning ceremonies.

In presenting the medals to the men responsible for the environmental
research submarine, S. Dillon Ripley, secretary of the Smithsonian, told
the gathering that the integrity of the world’s oceans is jeopardized by
pollution and that ocean study is more critical than ever.

“Our hope is that this technically advanced, submersible link with
man’s origin will become an invaluable tool in studying the seas
around us, adding to the body of human knowledge that serves the
human family,” Ripley said.

Eugene Wallen, director of the office of environmental science of
the Smithsonian, was master of ceremonies.

The 23-foot-long submarine, with its acrylic sphere, was hoisted
onto Ed Link’s Sea Diver, and was officially christened by Johnson’s
daughter, Mrs. Peter H. Gregg, and Mrs. Link.

First man into the sub, as it rested on the Sea Diver deck, was
Lieutenant-governor Tom Adams who climbed in as the first guest of
the Smithsonian.

Adams was seated in the bubble beside the sub pilot, John Fike, and
had the responsibility of calling off the checklists preparatory to launch.

A special hoist designed by Link swung the submarine off the deck and
into the water and, after some test maneuvering, the craft submerged.

While the submarine was under water, two divers in the air-lock portion
left the sub, surfaced, and then re-entered the underwater vehicle.

When the sub surfaced after some 20 minutes and was hoisted
back on board the Sea Diver, Adams called over the radio, “Someone
got a bargain!”

“It was the Smithsonian who got the bargain!” Wallen called back.

Link, responsible for the submersible’s unique design, has been
widely recognized for his inventions in the aviation field (including
the Link Trainer).

Ten years ago he began working with equipment to solve problems
of underseas diving when the technology was in its infancy.

The Johnson-Sea-Link promises to be one of the most effective of
the new generation of small submersible vehicles built to penetrate the
shallow depths of the Continental Shelf.
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o Microsoft

Tips & Tricks

by Sue Dannahower

A MICROSOFT WORD TABLES: PART |

Tables are useful for various tasks such as presenting text
information and numerical data. In Word, you can create a
blank table and apply a variety of styles and formats to existing
tables. Use tables for putting things into columns. I have been
using tables for over 20 years. You'll love this feature!

Select INSERT and TABLE. Select the number of columns; in
this case, 3 columns, 8 4 rows. You can add more rows very easily.

Add the following text using the TAB KEY to move from cell

to cell while entering text.

LAST I FIRST ] SALAREY
Sanath ] by 1 £ 1 O
Pisbarin | Pt | Sl 000
B BeEFTy T D0

Click the left side of the table, top row to highlight the
Category Text. Click the BOLD Icon.

LAST | FImsT | SALARY
RThC I AL | B33 .000
beda e | Robeei | 343300
Bk SaaFimnr b

Add another row by positioning your cursor in the last row &
column. Then press the TAB key. Add the 4th row of information.

LAST | FIEST | BALARY
Serath | dobm | %23 000
Fotazrom  Fatert {0
S b | SuTarnde T e
licrem | Vaberie [ 553,000

We'll explore more about tables in the coming months.

Happy computing! <%

Daniel D. Fuller, MAI, SRA

STATE-CERTIFIED GENERAL REAL ESTATE APPRAISER RZ567

FULLER~ARMFIELD~WAGNER
APPRAISAL & RESEARCH, INC.

7172-468-0787
FAW_APP@BELLSOUTH.NET
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by Sue Dannahower

Asparagus is Good For You!

This spear-shaped veggie is an awesome weapon for
your health. It's packed with disease-fighting nutrients
including fiber, folate, vitamins A, C, E and K and
glutathione, a detoxifying compound that may protect
against certain types of cancer. And it's loaded with age-
defying antioxidants that work to neutralize cell-damaging
free radicals in your body. Look for spears with tight buds

and firm stalks without wrinkles.

Asparagus is easy to prepare. This method, from friend,
Jane Rowley, produces perfectly cooked asparagus every

time without shocking them in cold water.

Perfect, 1 Minute Asparagus: Clean asparagus. Add salted
water to a large pot and bring to a boil. Add asparagus to

the boiling water. Cook 1 minute, then remove from water.

Serve immediately or hold in a warming drawer.




24 MAIN STREET FOCUS

JANUARY 2021

| brake
for auto
insurance.

Bl Enight Insurancs Apey Ino 1I'm hera D Heip Mo g0 nght”
Bl Knight Ir., Ageni by being there to help protect
X1 irting: L you, with coverage from the

Fot Paerce, L 1458} .
a r gy #1 car insurer in the countny
L5 P L L Al T |:""“"

4 '
bl sl 1

oo StateFarm

Sratn Fad e Munagl Ruboerobes Moarmnes Domsang
Sl Farn Weddrrty [3nljafy T Codedy Rbriuis

LS80 Bisamengion, i iy, TE

Paintand _Supplias

Conciete Paimis | Siains .-
Primers

Wood Staang

De:ck Paints

Acrylic Pool Deck Coatings

InteriorExterior Paint
wasg = S15.00 per galfon!

We also camy...

Sign Paims | Materials

Paint Bruahes, Rollers, Trays
Floor Protection

www.VanishingMermaid.org

e S THIS
Q / HOLIDAY
4 - ey
- ﬁ a SEASON
- PICKUP C

& EDUCATION CENTER
GIFT WITH
A PURPOSFE
Proceeds from gift shop sales support our mission to promote
understanding and responsible actions for the protection of the Treasure
Coast’s fragile ecosystems and their inhabitants.

THE . . .
T ..5,”,? P reaid M MANATEE 480 N. Indian River Drive
GIFT SHO;H OBSERVATION \ Fort Pierce, Florida 34950

AND EDUCATIONCINTIR 77 2 -4 2 9 - 6 2
Fully ONLINE om0y

Explore. Educate. Inspire www .ManateeEducationCenter.org

Southern Comfort Marijuana Clinic

A Division of Southern Comfort Healthcare LLC
Providing Physician: Jessica McCain MD
Cancer * PTSD ¢ Chronic Pain « HIV/AIDS
Anxiety Glaucoma ¢ Depression ¢ Epilepsy
Crohn’s/IBD ¢ Parkinson’s * Multiple Sclerosis
and Other Qualifying Conditions
465 NW Prima Vista Blvd., Suite 204
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
772-218-7262
support@socommjclinic.com
www.SoCoMMJclinic.com

* Employment Based Green Cards (EB-1, EB-2, EB-3 and EB-4)
o Marriage Cases (I-130, K-1 Visa, and K-3)

 Investment Based and Treaty Investor/Trader Visas
($200,000+ and EB-5 $900,000+)

* PERM Labor Certification with the Department of Labor — need job offer
* Affirmative/Defensive Political Asylum
 Naturalization * National Interest Waiver — self petition

Gloria Roa Bodin, PA
215 N. 2nd Street, Ft. Pierce, FL 34950

(772) 429-2888 + Miami (305) 442-1471


https://www.billknightinsurance.com/?cmpid=bxij_blm_0001
https://socommjclinic.com/
https://www.manateeeducationcenter.org/
https://faitellaenterprises.com/
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0 FIRST CHURCHIEGRYT PIERCE
% 3P Loving God®a People

pskins Turto
Lioyd & Lloyd

Ron Fanaro, Esg.  Taylor Hoskins, Esq. ~ Richard A. Lavery, Esq.  Justin Lefko, Esq.  Kiernan P. Moylan, Esq.

Vour Fort Pierce Law Firm

Auto Accidents « Social Security Disability
Bankruptcy « Veterans' Disability » Workers' Compensation

Sharing - Growing - Serving

Worship In Person at

Located on 2nd Street (nextdoor to the courthouse) 515 Avenue A
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
- Worship Online at
464. 4600 www.firstchurchfp.org
HTLLfirm.com
DiBartolomes,
DMHB 555
& Barnes, PA
LESS OF WHAT YOU WANT TO SPEND. Cernpen Puslc ACCOUNTANTS Established 1955

money

Accounting & Tax Services

TANK OR TANKLESS! A natural gas
water heater simply heats water faster

- and for less money than an electric o ; B
17 water heater. And tankless water Please visit onr welbsite af
&l heaters never run out of hot water! DRAHBC P niet

Two Locations o Serve You on the Treasure Coast

Fort Pierce Port St. Lucie
461-8833 878-1952
Face 461-8872 Fax 878-1709
772.066.1600 | FPUAGAS@FPUA.COM | FPUA.COM BFM 2222 Colonial Road 581 SE Port St. Lucie Bivd.

Suite 200

FGUFP19-001



https://www.fpua.com/
https://www.hoskinsandturco.com/
https://www.dmhbcpa.net/
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Top Business Trends for 2021

Leverage these four emerging business frends fo give your business an edge in the new year

or small businesses across America,
FZOZO has been one of the most
challenging years in history. Despite c
small

the coronavirus pandemic,

business owners have been resilient,

e

pivoting, and adapting their business

buy
local

n
marke

models to navigate continually
changing conditions. With the new ;
year on the horizon, there are potential =)
new opportunities to take advantage of =
and ways to adapt to challenges you may face. Here are a few
business trends that are likely to dominate in 2021, along with
tips on how to position your business for growth:

BUSINESSES WILL CONTINUE TO PRIORITIZE E-COMMERCE.
While e-commerce was already growing before the pandemic,
a report by IBM shows the shift away from physical stores to
digital shopping has sped up by roughly five years. Accord-
ing to the report, e-commerce is projected to grow by 20% in
total in 2020. To prepare for this shift in consumer spending,
fine-tune your small business’s e-commerce presence in 2021.
Create a seamless e-commerce experience for your customers
by making your site mobile-friendly.

ALTERNATIVE PAYMENT OPTIONS WILL PROLIFERATE.
Another trend that is likely to last into 2021 and beyond is
the dominance of alternative payment options. In their annual
State of Retail Payments study, the National Retail Federation
found that no-touch payments (e.g. contactless credit and debit
cards or mobile pay) for retailers have increased 69% since
January. Among retailers that have implemented contactless
payments, 94% expect the increase to continue over the next
18 months. Heading into next year, explore touchless payment
options for your small business, including online payments
with curbside pickup.

REMOTE WORK WILL PERSIST. During the pandemic,
many small businesses shifted to part-time or full-time remote
work schedules in response to local ordinances. According
to a survey by Intermedia, 57% of small to medium-sized
business owners said they will continue to offer remote work

options in the long term. Depending on your type of business,

= community
v stores

you may need to consider offering
remote work options to compete for
talented workers in 2021 and beyond.
This also means that you may need
to invest in additional technology
and software solutions going forward
to ensure that your employees can
telework. For example, another survey
from GGV Capital shows that 54% of
small business owners spent more on
software solutions in 2020 than in 2019, and 75% expect
that spending to increase next year.

BUSINESSES THAT OFFER VIRTUAL SERVICES WILL CONTIN-
UE TO BE IN HIGH DEMAND. According to the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, the pandemic has led to increased demand for
certain business types, particularly those related to technology
and virtual health and fitness. These include cybersecurity, at-
home fitness, food delivery, gaming, home improvement, and
telemedicine businesses. If you are considering starting a busi-
ness, or are looking for ways to pivot or expand your business,
look to these business categories for inspiration.

For further insights on how you can incorporate these trends
into your small business plans for 2021, connect with a local

SBA resource partner for expert, tailored advice. ¢

FEE, YATES & FEE

PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Frank H. Fee, Il & Frank H. Fee, IV
Concentrating in Real Estate Transactions, Probate Proceedings,
Mortgage Foreclosures, Special Assets Litigations, Loan Workouts

E. Clayton Yates

Concentrating in Civil Litigation and Criminal Law

Patricia L. Diaz, of counsel
Concentrating in Federal Civil and Criminal Litigation, Criminal Defense,
Civil and Criminal Forfeiture, Internal Corporate Investigations
and Dispute Resolution

Serving the Treasure Coast Since 1905

772.461.5020
Historic Poppell House ® 426 Avenue A, Fort Pierce, Florida 34950

www.FeeYatesLaw.com



https://www.feeyateslaw.com/
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My New Neighbor, St. Lucie Cultural Alliance

by Lisa Jill Allison, Lisa Jill Allison Art Gallery

‘}( Jho doesn’t love fun, smart,
exciting, creative new

neighbors?  Seriously, I feel like I

have won the new neighbor jackpot!
The One Eleven Building, located
at the corner of Orange Avenue and

Indian River Drive in Downtown

Fort Pierce proudly welcomes the St.
Lucie Cultural Alliance to the building. Lisa Jill Allison Art
Gallery could not be more excited to rub elbows with such a
diverse, dynamic organization.

The mission of the St. Lucie Cultural Alliance, in their own
words, “Is to better position the arts and cultural sector as a signifi-
cant contributor to the vibrancy, education and economic well-be-
ing of St. Lucie County.” The Alliance is a nonprofit organization,
and their website is www.artstlucie.org. Just like mine, their door
is always open to all artists, visitors, and residents.

My personal experience so far has been exciting and fulfilling. I
have participated in several shows under the Alliance, as well as in
community events. It has given me the opportunity to share my art-
work with others, be involved with the community and mingle with
other area artists I may not have met otherwise. It has also given me
the pleasure of getting to know the two dynamos behind the scene,
Executive Director Alyona Aleksandra Ushe, and Dieulanie Claude,
the Alliance’s Communications Manager. A trailblazer with an im-
pressive track record, Alyona is beyond our dreams as the captain of
this ship, and Dieulanie’s creativity and commitment to promoting

our cultural community is commendable.

CrossFit

L

Fort Pierce

STRONGER TOGETHER
CALL TODAY - 772.252.4355

f &

You'll find the Alliance office on the third floor of the One
Eleven Building and be assured once you cross the threshold
of the entrance you are in for magic. The energy, and soon to
be hung members’ art, the bustle of deadlines for art submis-
sions and the overall creative and embracing vibe will envelope
you. Much to my delight, all of this magic cascades throughout
the rest of the building giving this spectacular old bank build-
ing an even greater breath of fresh air.

I personally am looking forward to more events and creative
endeavors in connection with my new neighbors. The Alliance
being my neighbor makes them your neighbor too! For any
that have visited my new gallery location, you know the coffee
pot is always on and there are always moments to sit in the spa-
cious sitting areas for inspiration and encouragement.

If you are feeling a bit antsy or edgy, as many are nowadays,
what better relief than art? Viewing art, purchasing art for your
home and for people you love, creating art, chatting about art,
or even encouraging art in the community can all contribute to
a sense of satisfaction and progression; such key elements of life.
I am here for you in a personal sense and the St. Lucie Cultural
Alliance is here for you in a much greater sense. Feel free to
come by the gallery and we can grab a cup of coffee and head up
to meet Alyona and Dieulanie or just head up to the third floor
and introduce yourself. You will be warmly welcomed. 1 have
shared my ideas and vision for the city and the county with the
Alliance team, and I know they want to hear from you!

Whenever I write for the Main Street Focus, 1 endeavor to share
something of a personal nature that may strike a chord in you as
well. I chose sharing the addition of the St. Lucie Cultural Alli-
ance as my topic because, on a personal note, the world climate, I
must admit, has taken a bit of the wind out of my sails. It is taking
me more effort to remain focused and progressive. I do know that
in unity there is strength. I know with the addition of a stronger
presence of the St. Lucie Cultural Alliance more breeze will be in
circulation to fill my sails and yours as well! Let’s, each of us, in our
own way, avail ourselves of this brilliant opportunity to expand
our own personal art, art in the community and positive energy
into the world in general. We know Fort Pierce is a shining star of

creativity, community and character. ¢


https://crossfitfortpierce.com/
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New Year of Fishing!

by Captain Bo Samuel

anuary is the very best time to make a new resolution to enjoy the great fishing

here on the Treasure Coast. I believe it’s one of the best months to be out on the
water and the fish are plentiful. Redfish, trout, snapper, cobia, tripletail, and sheeps-
head are choice targets. From the Indian River Lagoon to the Fort Pierce Inlet and
out into the Atlantic, there are amazing opportunities to catch some nice fish and
spend quality time outdoors.

Cobia move from the colder waters of north Florida into our area and south in these
cooler months and are highly prized for their great fight and great taste. Cobia are
powerful predatory fish and when hungry will eat anything from crabs and shrimp to
artificial lures and feathers. Some good-sized mangroves are being caught offshore in
reefs at about 50 to 100 feet. Live bait such as pilchards and pinfish are the choice for
snapper but frozen bait will work, too. Tripletail can be found nearshore and at inlets
and lagoons, usually near structure. Look for them by crab traps, buoys, channel
markers and weed lines using shrimp or crab as bait. Trout fishing is best in the early
mornings using soft plastics or live shrimp under a popping cork.

Remember to check fishing rules and regulations at your local bait and tackle shops
like Little Jim Bait & Tackle, a waterfront restaurant with bait, ice, food and drinks.
Let’s all have a better 2021! Make your New Year’s resolution to enjoy some great
fishing and start Pullin Drag! <

THE KOBLEGARD LAW FIRM )

R. M. Koblegard, 111 Amy R. Shevlin
Asrerney ar L Associate Afcormey

M Semith Tmdisn River Divive, Susite 2010
Forr Fierce. Floastds 549%0

Litigarion, Business, Real Ertate,
Frabate, Criminal, dmd .Fa.l:l'rru::- Lainen
Wehsire: Ko blegard Law com

Telephone: Fax:
(772 461-7772 [F72) 461-0226

a%?wH'TE‘*

TACKILE

1106 Souh US 1
Fort Piarca, Florida 34850
|'FE.E:|I1-:|na| Tu".? -ﬁ1 E-ﬂ:l'i


https://www.whitestackle.com/
https://www.koblegardlaw.com/
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Spotlight on Asparagus, a.k.a. Sparrow Grass

Asparagus Risotto
2 cups Lundberg Arborio Rice

2 Tablespoons olive oil

1 large onion, chopped

1% cups parmesan cheese, grated (use whole parmesan
& grate)

8  cups hot chicken (or vegetable) stock*

1/2 cup white wine

1  pound, cleaned, cooked asparagus

*1 use Better than Broth

Heat olive oil in a heavy non-stick 2-quart pot. sauté
onion in oil until translucent. Add rice and stir rice until
grains are coated with oil. Add wine and stir constantly on

medium heat until wine is absorbed.

Add 1 cup hot stock, stirring until liquid is absorbed. Con-
tinue cooking for about 5 minutes, adding more liquid one

cup at a time until you have used all 8 cups, about 30 minutes.

Remove from heat, stir in cheeses, asparagus and serve

immediately. Serves 4—6.

For variety add fresh herbs and/or chopped, cooked
vegetables (mushrooms, peas, etc.) during the last 5 min-

utes of cooking.

Grilled Asparagus with Gorgonzola Butter

% cup (loosely packed) crumbled Gorgonzola cheese
tablespoons (3/4 stick) butter, room temperature
teaspoon fresh lemon juice

tablespoons olive oil

tablespoon chopped fresh basil

gatlic cloves, minced

N W = N =

pounds asparagus, trimmed

Stir Gorgonzola cheese, butter, and lemon juice in
medium bowl to blend. Season to taste with salt and pepper.
Cover and refrigerate. (Gorgonzola butter can be prepared 2

days ahead. Keep refrigerated.)
Prepare barbecue (high heat). Whisk oil, basil, and garlic

to blend in small bowl. Spread out asparagus in single layer
in baking dish. Pour oil mixture over asparagus and turn
to coat. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. Transfer asparagus
to barbecue. Grill until charred on all sides, turning
occasionally, about 4 minutes. Transfer to plates. Top

asparagus with some Gorgonzola butter and serve. Serves 6.
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DINING

SAILFISH

HREEWIMNGLUOMPANY

TAPROOM OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CRAFT BEER, PIZZA, WINGS,
FLATEREADS & MORE.

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND

)

Q t $ 3
222N 3¢

Laveantend i the Northwesd cnd of the
Iiierorie Aroace Builaling fn Ivennewr Fort Ploroe
* freqelhuse * Siomdecdclicos * Subs * Cafering * Delivery
Mombay — Fridavy O30 g, — .08 puo.

465-4588 Fax 465-4969

WAL SAILFL M DOWNTOWN FHTEP_!%CF
|r:r:r.1.?‘r"..i:u:| raCR o FORT HERCE, FL 245
o

= =0
2nd. Street

WAY

116 Horth End Street, Suite 101
Fort Plerce, FL 34950 « F72-577-4070

SAVE TIME,

e ORDER ONLINE.
_ | www.Subway.com
il 1 or Order From Your Favedile Defrary Service

oL g

S%% FOOTLONGS

&% \WHEN YOU BUY TWO

"WALID ORILY SWITH CHLINE CRDERES" LIRITED TINE OF FER

Open for Pickup and Delivery Every Day
1M1am.to 8 pm.

Order online at www.2ndstreetbistro.com
or call 772.2939191 ext 4

122 North 2nd Street - Historic Downtown Fort Pierce
293-9191 - 2ndStreetBistro.com

e f il e - A
— v (G Y ) %D

XY

GATOR TRACE
Golf & Country Club

Luneh: 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday to Saturday
Sunday Breakfast:Ba.m.to1p.m.
464-T442 clubhouse
Open lo the Pebiic

A

[t
= “'ﬂ.ﬂﬁ.l —
ﬁ:g.n-“"“ <

!.\ -
.

TRACE 4302 Gator Trace Dr., FI. Pierce
www.GatorTraceCountry Club.com


https://www.gatortracecountryclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Pot-Belli-Deli-Sandwich-Sub-159725667395706
https://www.subway.com/en-US
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1Y Litthe lim BaltandTackle. com
i B0 Marth Causeway
Tr2-468-7503
Tam=Tpm = T days a week

COBB'S LANDING
200 M. INDWAN RIVER DR,

Come by Land or Sea
e

Covered Dutdoor Dining & Bar
Live Music Every Weekend

Try &ur
Tacos, Burgers,
Po'Boys and Cubans

_gfj
Live B Frozen Bait, lce,
Beer dand Food

Become A Member

It Takes All of Us to Make Our
Historic Downtown Prosper and Grow!

Beneiacior Levels Community Levels Corporate Levels
Headlss Spanpac (51,0005 Friend Memberihis [$15) Sl Buiiness Mesnbsrahip [leit thas 10 emplogees) (51009
Patren Sponace {$500) Famndy Hembershio {$50} Medsim Bupiness Memberthip (11-50 employeet) (31500

Larpe Busncss Mombership {3 | or mone employecs) (5500)

Please Take a Minute to Join Today!

Complere ibe form below ond jode car growing proap of commiied member, By jobving Moy
SrAteT T Paee, e, Vodd A SEoRTiEg e eroEee et Deia g of T S Oy

Same Wemberbip Lovel:

Three Easy Ways to Join! Comgany/Crpaniration: _
1= Call Main Sbreed For Plerce at [T72) 466-28A0
2 = Vishl cur Websile of wewomainsireetionplerce org, Sepet Adidress:

elick the memibership link
3 = FIl oud Ui rradenibedrddip Torm pnsd manil 1o
Main Street F-m'l P Ciy ¥ Stade | Fige
122 A.E. Backus Ave.
Fort Plerce, Florida 34850 PRowe:



https://www.cobbs-landing.com/

HERE TO HELP YOU BUILD A BETTER WAY SINCE 1902

FULL SERVICE LUMBER, HARDWARE AND BUILDING MATERIAL SUPPLIER

Igpuaire about owr

“Installed Sales”
program.

We can inatall almos

i Ererpihing bo

Maoan. thiria Sat, T:9060 60 - _'||!|I'rl ;iu‘_fr_f F-I'.IHF rﬁ.-'\ml'l

r IBI:-I'.'-! 143|

W. ROGER LONG, DDS, PA
BETHANY WIERZBICKI, DMD, MBA

 772.464.2943
longdds@bellsouth.net

® www.smoothsailingdental.com

Dr. W. Roger Long, DDS, has been proudly serving
the Treasure Coast since 1983. We welcome

new patients to our practice located
in beautiful and historic Fort Pierce.

4 1511 South 25th St., Fort Pierce



https://smoothsailingdental.com/

